Fall Fens in the Illinois Valley,
Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve
Leader: Molly Morisson, Southwest Oregon
stewardship coordinator
Date: Wednesday, September 29
Meet: in Grants Pass
Cost: $35
Limit: 14
Of the approximately 3,400 plant species known to
Oregon, nearly half are found in the Klamath/Siskiyou
Mountain region. The prevalence of heavily mineralCalifornia pitcher plants at Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve © Kyle Strauss/TNC
ized, magnesium-rich soils helps account for the evolution of this region’s extraordinary botanical diversity. The 45-acre Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve presents
outstanding examples of unique serpentine soil communities and the heaviest concentration of rare plants in
Oregon including Waldo gentian, large-flowered rush-lily, western senecio, Oregon willow-herb and Howell’s
mariposa-lily. Western azalea thickets, chaparral and Jeffery pine forest — and bogs dominated by the intriguing, carnivorous California pitcher plant — also thrive here. Time permitting, we will view other fens nearby
after exploring the preserve, as well as the wild Illinois river. Expect a 1.5-mile, moderately challenging hike
with 400 feet of elevation gain over uneven ground. Price includes lunch. Registration deadline: September 7

Salmon Spawning
at Ellsworth Creek
Leader: Tom Kollasch, Willapa program manager
Date: Thursday, November 4
Meet: at Willapa Bay National Wildlife Refuge
(near Ilwaco, WA — carpools from Portland available)
Cost: $35
Limit: 14

2010

journeys
to oregon’s last great places
S

pringtime is just around the corner, and you’re invited to join The Nature Conservancy in exploring
some of the special places your generous support is helping to protect. Experienced naturalists will
be your guide as you see first-hand how you’ve helped make our conservation of these sites possible.
This year, we’re offering incredible opportunities to immerse yourself in the geologic wonder of the
John Day Fossil Beds, the unique botanical splendor of Southwest Oregon, and the Conservancy’s
newest Oregon preserve, Baskett Butte. Our most popular trips also make a repeat appearance including
a chance to witness salmon swimming upstream in Washington state, a relaxing ride on the Sandy
River’s ancient waters, and memorable days of hiking the vast Zumwalt Prairie Preserve.
For more information or to sign up, please call Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager, at (503) 802-8170.
To allow everyone a chance to participate, there is a limit of two trips per guest. Thanks for understanding!

Hiking the Point at Tom McCall Preserve
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Ellsworth Creek is a unique example of conservation and
restoration of our temperate coastal rainforests at the watershed scale. The nucleus of a 9,000-acre area, the 5,000-acre
In addition to chum salmon, the rare marbled murrelet calls the rich
watershed is dedicated to preserving and restoring this globally
habitats of Ellsworth Creek home. © Dan Cushing and Kim Nelson/OSU
imperiled ecosystem. Increasingly rare species, such as the marbled murrelet, use the valuable remaining patches of old-growth forest at Ellsworth, where amphibian species
diversity is also at its highest in Washington state. Chum salmon runs remain strong here and will hopefully
be in full swing during our trip, with hundreds of fish making their return up the creek. Join us on this moderately steep, 1.5-mile hike to see these impressive, ancient forests, and learn about The Nature Conservancy’s
vision to restore natural ecological processes throughout the watershed. Price includes lunch and transportation during the trip. Registration deadline: October 13

A Nature Conservancy tradition, springtime in Oregon isn’t complete
without a visit to one of the Columbia River Gorge’s most stunning
wildflower displays. This year we will explore McCall Point, a fairly
challenging hike with spectacular gorge views and backdrops of more
than 300 plant species including balsamroot, lupine, Indian paintbrush and other flowers endemic to the region. The site’s diversity
can be attributed to its location in the transition zone between the
moist, heavily forested west side of the Cascades and the drier bunch
grass prairies of the east. Tom McCall Preserve also offers stark visual
evidence of the dramatic geological events that formed it. Price includes transportation from Portland and lunch at a local café. This
two-mile hike ranges from moderate to somewhat strenuous, with
some steep sections. Registration deadline: April 8

Call Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager,
at (503) 802-8170 to reserve your spot today.
We look foward to seeing you!
© Andrew Yip

To allow everyone a chance to participate, there is a limit of two trips per guest. Thanks for understanding!

Leslie Nelson, Columbia Basin program manager
Thursday, April 29
in Portland
$30
14

Hiking Lawrence Memorial
Grassland Preserve
Leader: Dr. Stu Garrett, naturalist
and former Nature Conservancy trustee
Date: Thursday, May 6
Meet: in Shaniko
(carpools from Portland may be available)
Cost: $30
Limit: 14
Appearing much as it did two centuries ago, Lawrence
Memorial Grassland Preserve in Central Oregon is a remnant of the unique “biscuit scabland” topography of the
© Larry N. Olson
Shaniko Plateau — and Oregon’s best example of intact
bunch grass shrub-steppe habitat. The thin-soiled scablands are defined by a scattering of earthen mounds
surrounded by rings of basalt. Much of this habitat type has been lost due to changes in natural fire frequency
and agriculture, but the Lawrence Memorial Grassland is in excellent ecological condition. During our visit,
we will see a wide variety of wildflowers in bloom and search for golden eagles, prairie falcons, horned larks
and several species of sparrows. Join Stu for this three to four-mile hike on uneven ground with moderate
elevation gain. Price includes lunch. Registration deadline: April 15

John Day Fossil Beds and the
Middle Fork John Day River
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

The Ancient Forests of Opal Creek
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager
Tuesday, August 24
in Stayton (carpools from Portland available)
$40
14

Deep in the heart of Oregon’s western Cascades lies Opal Creek,
legendary for its pristine, jade-green waters and towering, centuries-old
trees. In 1996, federal legislation created the 20,300-acre Opal Creek
Wilderness and the 13,640-acre Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area. A
Wild and Scenic River designation for Elkhorn Creek protects the center
of this natural treasure. Join staff from the Opal Creek Ancient Forest
Center on an interpretive walk through awe-inspiring old-growth, and
discover why this internationally renowned gem is so magical. Between
walks, enjoy a sit-down lunch at Jawbone Flats, a 75-year-old mining camp
and home to a vibrant education program. Walking will be on moderately
challenging forest trails (up to four miles), with some elevation gain. Price
includes lunch and transportation from Stayton during the trip. Registration deadline: August 3

Steens Mountain
and the Alvord Desert
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Ellen Morris Bishop, Ph.D.
Tuesday - Thursday, May 18-20
in John Day
$300/person (double occupancy)
14

This trip showcases two Eastern Oregon gems —
the John Day River, the second longest undammed
river in the continental U.S., and the wonder of the
Painted Hills Unit of the John Day Fossil Beds.
With geologic interpretation by Ellen Morris
© Adam Bacher
Bishop, author of In Search of Ancient Oregon, we will
view the Painted Hills of today while searching for fossils highlighting the dramatically different regional climate of 30 million years ago. During a stop at the Thomas Condon Visitors Center, we will view a wealth of
the area’s geologic history, and may see scientists uncover new fossils right before our eyes. The trip’s focus
changes when we visit the Middle Fork John Day River, crucial habitat for spawning Chinook salmon and
steelhead. We will see the large-scale riparian restoration efforts that have taken place on the river, and talk
about forest management occurring adjacent to the Conservancy’s property. Touring the Dunstan Homestead
Preserve, we will get a glimpse at what pioneer life was like in the late 1800s. Hikes are approximately one to
two miles (some off-trail), with 200 to 300 feet of elevation gain. Price includes two nights’ lodging, with one
night at the historic Oregon Hotel in Mitchell, and all meals from dinner on the 18th to lunch on the 20th.
Note: Lodging includes shared bathrooms. Rooms with private baths are available for an additional charge, on
a first-come, first-serve basis. Registration deadline: April 16
2

© Cynthia Beckwith/TNC

Jay Kerby, Southeast Oregon program manager
Tuesday - Friday, September 14-17
in Frenchglen
$370/person (double occupancy)
14

This four-day tour of Steens Mountain and its surrounding wildlands takes in some of the West’s most
spectacular and important conservation areas, including the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management
and Protection Area and the Conservancy’s Borax
View from the summit of Steens Mountain © Jason Seivers/TNC
Lake Preserve. On day one, we will gather in the
evening at the historic Frenchglen Hotel, where we’ll lodge for the next three nights. The next day, we will
drive one hour to hot spring-fed Borax Lake, where the endangered Borax Lake chub evolved to thrive in surface temperatures reaching 105 degrees. Then we will visit the Alvord Desert — Oregon’s driest spot — and
stop for a world famous milkshake in the tiny town of Fields. On day three, we’ll drive the scenic Loop Road
to the 9,733-foot summit of Steens Mountain — the state’s largest fault block mountain — and enjoy spectacular views down glacier-carved gorges like Kiger and Little Blitzen. On our return to the hotel, we’ll look for
herds of wild horses, long-time Steens Mountain residents. Mornings and evenings will include optional birding excursions into adjacent Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, and the trip includes long periods of driving
(often on gravel roads) as well as short, easy walks. Price includes meals from dinner on day one through
breakfast on day four, three nights’ lodging and transportation during the trip. Note: Lodging at the Frenchglen
Hotel includes shared bathrooms. Rooms with private baths are available for an additional charge, on a firstcome, first-serve basis. Registration deadline: August 12

5

Rafting the Sandy River Gorge
Leader: Corey Gorgano, ecological monitoring specialist and
Dan Bell, Willamette Basin conservation director
Date: Tuesday, May 25
Meet: at Oxbow Park (outside Troutdale)
Cost: $45
Limit: 14
Although only 30 minutes from downtown Portland, Sandy
River Gorge Preserve represents nearly 40 years of successful conservation through collaboration. Thanks to the dedicated work of hundreds of partners, much of the six miles
between Dodge and Oxbow parks is now in conservation
© Ken Popper/TNC
ownership. The gorge, a federal wild and scenic stretch of
river, is both spectacular and difficult to see on foot and — despite its close proximity to Oregon’s largest
urban area — the river feels remote and secluded. With the 2007 removal of Marmot Dam, the now freeflowing Sandy River is one of the best hopes for saving Columbia River salmonids. Join The Nature
Conservancy and professional guides from Blue Sky Rafting on this fun trip through the heart of the river, and
see first-hand the progress you’ve made possible toward restoring the natural integrity of this special place.
Price includes lunch, rafting equipment and shuttle from Oxbow Park. Registration deadline: May 4

Zumwalt Prairie:
Hiking Pine and Camp Creeks
Leaders: Jeff Fields, Zumwalt project manager and
Rob Taylor, Northeast Oregon regional ecologist
Date: Saturday - Sunday, June 5-6
Meet: in Joseph
Cost: $250/person (double occupancy)
Limit: 14
In 2006, The Nature Conservancy added 6,000 acres of
stunning landscape — dubbed the Pine Creek Addition
© Rick McEwan
— to our existing Zumwalt Prairie Preserve, bringing our
total protected area to 51 square miles. The addition includes one of the three Findley Buttes that stand so
prominently above the rest of the prairie and, like the rest of the preserve, hosts intact bunch grass communities and provides critical habitat to a variety of species. We’ll begin this active tour by hiking the Pine Creek
Addition on day one, introducing you to the buttes, prairies, flowers, forests and wildlife of the area, including
an amazing 360-degree view from atop the North Findley Butte. On day two,
we’ll continue our tour with a visit to some of the main activity centers on the
rest of the preserve, including a walk up Camp Creek and a drive from the
canyon bottom to the top of the prairie. Price includes transportation from
Joseph, meals from lunch on Wednesday through lunch on Thursday and one
night’s lodging at the Wallowa Lake Lodge in Joseph. Hikes will be from three
to four miles through native prairie and forest on uneven terrain with approxiZumwalt Prairie is home to the highest known
mately 800 feet of elevation gain. The trip ends at Wallowa Lake Lodge by
concentrations of breeding raptors in North
America, including red-tailed hawks.
4:30 p.m. on June 6. Registration deadline: April 30
© Rick McEwan
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Baskett Butte, Baskett Slough
and Van Duzer Winery
Leaders: Jason Nuckols, South Willamette Valley preserve manager and
Dan Bell, Willamette Basin conservation director
Date: Wednesday, June 30
Meet: in Portland
Cost: $35
Limit: 14
The newest Nature Conservancy preserve in Oregon, 152-acre Baskett
Butte is key to protecting and restoring Willamette Valley oak and
prairie habitats, one of Earth’s most imperiled ecosystems. The recently
acquired conservation easement here provides and connects habitat for
several species including the Fender’s blue butterfly and its host plant,
Kincaid’s lupine. The adjacent 2,492-acre Baskett Slough National
Wildlife Refuge, also home to the endangered butterfly and its habitat,
Endangered Fender’s blue butterfly atop its host plant, shelters vital wintering grounds for dusky Canada geese, which spend
threatened Kincaid’s lupine © Matthew Benotsch/TNC
the season almost exclusively in the valley. Our journey starts in the
morning with a moderately challenging two-mile hike around Baskett Butte, including 300 feet of elevation
gain. We will have lunch at the nearby wildlife refuge, and search for birds and other animals through a spotting scope. Then, we will cap off our day by sipping wine and soaking in valley views at Van Duzer Winery’s
picturesque, hilltop tasting room. Price includes transporation from Portland, lunch and tasting fees.
Registration deadline: June 4

Big Creek and Cape Perpetua:
Exploring the Central Coast
Leader: Debbie Pickering, Oregon Coast
stewardship ecologist
Date: Wednesday - Thursday, August 11-12
Meet: in Yachats
Cost: $195 (double occupancy)
Limit: 14
Spectacularly situated between the oceanfront Carl
G. Washburn Memorial State Park and the heavily
forested Rock Creek Wilderness Area, Big Creek’s
varied landscapes harbor several rare species. Once
destined for a coastal resort, the recently protected
Big Creek meets the Pacific Ocean © Paul Engelmeyer/The Audobon Society
193-acre site south of Yachats hosts prime habitat
for the threatened Oregon silverspot butterfly, as well as important spawning grounds for coho salmon. Late
summer is the optimal time to search for butterlies as they take flight above their coastal grassland habitat.
Our trip also takes us to Cape Perpetua Scenic Area, where we will hike down the Giant Spruce Trail, named
for the enormous 500-year-old Sitka spruce at the path’s end. Lodging at the seaside Overleaf Lodge and local
dining round out this unique journey to Oregon’s scenic central coast. Please expect a two-mile hike on maintained trails, and a one-mile hike off-trail with moderate elevation gain and uneven ground. Price includes one
night’s lodging, and meals from dinner on Wednesday to lunch on Thursday. Registration deadline: July 9
4

Hiking Lawerence Memorial
Grassland Preserve
Leader: Dr. Stu Garrett, naturalist
and former Nature Conservancy trustee
Date: Thursday, May 6
Meet: in Shaniko
(carpools from Portland may be available)
Cost: $30
Limit: 14
Appearing much as it did two centuries ago, Lawrence
Memorial Grassland Preserve in Central Oregon is a remnant of the unique “biscuit scabland” topography of the
© Larry N. Olson
Shaniko Plateau — and Oregon’s best example of intact
bunch grass shrub-steppe habitat. The thin-soiled scablands are defined by a scattering of earthen mounds
surrounded by rings of basalt. Much of this habitat type has been lost due to changes in natural fire frequency
and agriculture, but the Lawrence Memorial Grassland is in excellent ecological condition. During our visit,
we will see a wide variety of wildflowers in bloom and search for golden eagles, prairie falcons, horned larks
and several species of sparrows. Join Stu for this three to four-mile hike on uneven ground with moderate
elevation gain. Price includes lunch. Registration deadline: April 15

John Day Fossil Beds and the
Middle Fork John Day River
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

The Ancient Forests of Opal Creek
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager
Tuesday, August 24
in Stayton (carpools from Portland available)
$40
14

Deep in the heart of Oregon’s western Cascades lies Opal Creek,
legendary for its pristine, jade-green waters and towering, centuries-old
trees. In 1996, federal legislation created the 20,300-acre Opal Creek
Wilderness and the 13,640-acre Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area. A
Wild and Scenic River designation for Elkhorn Creek protects the center
of this natural treasure. Join staff from the Opal Creek Ancient Forest
Center on an interpretive walk through awe-inspiring old-growth, and
discover why this internationally renowned gem is so magical. Between
walks, enjoy a sit-down lunch at Jawbone Flats, a 75-year-old mining camp
and home to a vibrant education program. Walking will be on moderately
challenging forest trails (up to four miles), with some elevation gain. Price
includes lunch and transportation from Stayton during the trip. Registration deadline: August 3

Steens Mountain
and the Alvord Desert
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Ellen Morris Bishop, Ph.D.
Tuesday - Thursday, May 18-20
in John Day
$300/person (double occupancy)
14

This trip showcases two Eastern Oregon gems —
the John Day River, the second longest undammed
river in the continental U.S., and the wonder of the
Painted Hills Unit of the John Day Fossil Beds.
With geologic interpretation by Ellen Morris
© Adam Bacher
Bishop, author of In Search of Ancient Oregon, we will
view the Painted Hills of today while searching for fossils highlighting the dramatically different regional climate of 30 million years ago. During a stop at the Thomas Condon Visitors Center, we will view a wealth of
the area’s geologic history, and may see scientists uncover new fossils right before our eyes. The trip’s focus
changes when we visit the Middle Fork John Day River, crucial habitat for spawning Chinook salmon and
steelhead. We will see the large-scale riparian restoration efforts that have taken place on the river, and talk
about forest management occurring adjacent to the Conservancy’s property. Touring the Dunstan Homestead
Preserve, we will get a glimpse at what pioneer life was like in the late 1800s. Hikes are approximately one to
two miles (some off-trail), with 200 to 300 feet of elevation gain. Price includes two nights’ lodging, with one
night at the historic Oregon Hotel in Mitchell, and all meals from dinner on the 18th to lunch on the 20th.
Note: Lodging includes shared bathrooms. Rooms with private baths are available for an additional charge, on
a first-come, first-serve basis. Registration deadline: April 16
2

© Cynthia Beckwith/TNC

Jay Kerby, Southeast Oregon program manager
Tuesday - Friday, September 14-17
in Frenchglen
$370/person (double occupancy)
14

This four-day tour of Steens Mountain and its surrounding wildlands takes in some of the West’s most
spectacular and important conservation areas, including the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management
and Protection Area and the Conservancy’s Borax
View from the summit of Steens Mountain © Jason Seivers/TNC
Lake Preserve. On day one, we will gather in the
evening at the historic Frenchglen Hotel, where we’ll lodge for the next three nights. The next day, we will
drive one hour to hot spring-fed Borax Lake, where the endangered Borax Lake chub evolved to thrive in surface temperatures reaching 105 degrees. Then we will visit the Alvord Desert — Oregon’s driest spot — and
stop for a world famous milkshake in the tiny town of Fields. On day three, we’ll drive the scenic Loop Road
to the 9,733-foot summit of Steens Mountain — the state’s largest fault block mountain — and enjoy spectacular views down glacier-carved gorges like Kiger and Little Blitzen. On our return to the hotel, we’ll look for
herds of wild horses, long-time Steens Mountain residents. Mornings and evenings will include optional birding excursions into adjacent Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, and the trip includes long periods of driving
(often on gravel roads) as well as short, easy walks. Price includes meals from dinner on day one through
breakfast on day four, three nights’ lodging and transportation during the trip. Note: Lodging at the Frenchglen
Hotel includes shared bathrooms. Rooms with private baths are available for an additional charge, on a firstcome, first-serve basis. Registration deadline: August 12

5

Fall Fens in the Illinois Valley,
Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve
Leader: Molly Morisson, Southwest Oregon
stewardship coordinator
Date: Wednesday, September 29
Meet: in Grants Pass
Cost: $35
Limit: 14
Of the approximately 3,400 plant species known to
Oregon, nearly half are found in the Klamath/Siskiyou
Mountain region. The prevalence of heavily mineralCalifornia pitcher plants at Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve © Kyle Strauss/TNC
ized, magnesium-rich soils helps account for the evolution of this region’s extraordinary botanical diversity. The 45-acre Eight Dollar Mountain Preserve presents
outstanding examples of unique serpentine soil communities and the heaviest concentration of rare plants in
Oregon including Waldo gentian, large-flowered rush-lily, western senecio, Oregon willow-herb and Howell’s
mariposa-lily. Western azalea thickets, chaparral and Jeffery pine forest — and bogs dominated by the intriguing, carnivorous California pitcher plant — also thrive here. Time permitting, we will view other fens nearby
after exploring the preserve, as well as the wild Illinois river. Expect a 1.5-mile, moderately challenging hike
with 400 feet of elevation gain over uneven ground. Price includes lunch. Registration deadline: September 7

Salmon Spawning
at Ellsworth Creek
Leader: Tom Kollasch, Willapa program manager
Date: Thursday, November 4
Meet: at Willapa Bay National Wildlife Refuge
(near Ilwaco, WA — carpools from Portland available)
Cost: $35
Limit: 14
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pringtime is just around the corner, and you’re invited to join The Nature Conservancy in exploring
some of the special places your generous support is helping to protect. Experienced naturalists will
be your guide as you see first-hand how you’ve helped make our conservation of these sites possible.
This year, we’re offering incredible opportunities to immerse yourself in the geologic wonder of the
John Day Fossil Beds, the unique botanical splendor of Southwest Oregon, and the Conservancy’s
newest Oregon preserve, Baskett Butte. Our most popular trips also make a repeat appearance including
a chance to witness salmon swimming upstream in Washington state, a relaxing ride on the Sandy
River’s ancient waters, and memorable days of hiking the vast Zumwalt Prairie Preserve.
For more information or to sign up, please call Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager, at (503) 802-8170.
To allow everyone a chance to participate, there is a limit of two trips per guest. Thanks for understanding!

Hiking the Point at Tom McCall Preserve
Leader:
Date:
Meet:
Cost:
Limit:

Ellsworth Creek is a unique example of conservation and
restoration of our temperate coastal rainforests at the watershed scale. The nucleus of a 9,000-acre area, the 5,000-acre
In addition to chum salmon, the rare marbled murrelet calls the rich
watershed is dedicated to preserving and restoring this globally
habitats of Ellsworth Creek home. © Dan Cushing and Kim Nelson/OSU
imperiled ecosystem. Increasingly rare species, such as the marbled murrelet, use the valuable remaining patches of old-growth forest at Ellsworth, where amphibian species
diversity is also at its highest in Washington state. Chum salmon runs remain strong here and will hopefully
be in full swing during our trip, with hundreds of fish making their return up the creek. Join us on this moderately steep, 1.5-mile hike to see these impressive, ancient forests, and learn about The Nature Conservancy’s
vision to restore natural ecological processes throughout the watershed. Price includes lunch and transportation during the trip. Registration deadline: October 13

A Nature Conservancy tradition, springtime in Oregon isn’t complete
without a visit to one of the Columbia River Gorge’s most stunning
wildflower displays. This year we will explore McCall Point, a fairly
challenging hike with spectacular gorge views and backdrops of more
than 300 plant species including balsamroot, lupine, Indian paintbrush and other flowers endemic to the region. The site’s diversity
can be attributed to its location in the transition zone between the
moist, heavily forested west side of the Cascades and the drier bunch
grass prairies of the east. Tom McCall Preserve also offers stark visual
evidence of the dramatic geological events that formed it. Price includes transportation from Portland and lunch at a local café. This
two-mile hike ranges from moderate to somewhat strenuous, with
some steep sections. Registration deadline: April 8

Call Rudy Dietz, field trip program manager,
at (503) 802-8170 to reserve your spot today.
We look foward to seeing you!
© Andrew Yip

To allow everyone a chance to participate, there is a limit of two trips per guest. Thanks for understanding!

Leslie Nelson, Columbia Basin program manager
Thursday, April 29
in Portland
$30
14

